
 
POTTSVILLE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 
 
Board of Directors        Present:  Mr. Boran, Dr. Cortese, Dr. Davidson,           
Regular Meeting       Mrs. Fanelli, Mr. Krater, Mrs. Petchulis,    
March 17, 2010                          Atty. Rismiller, Dr. Smink, Mr. Thomas;  
Academic Center  Dr. Gallagher, Superintendent, Mr. Delenick,    
7:30 p.m. Secretary/Business Manager; Mrs. Umbenhauer; 

Mr. Pytak, Republican & Herald; Ms. Marchefsky, 
 PBC    
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by President John Boran. 
 
After the Pledge of Allegiance, several students from Mrs. Delenick’s and Mr. Merrick’s 
government classes along with two students from Mr. Toomey’s class introduced themselves 
to the Board. 
 
On motion of Mr. Thomas, seconded by Dr. Cortese, the Board dispensed with the reading  
of the minutes of both the regular board meeting held on February 17, 2010 as well as the  
board meeting held on February 24, 2010.  Since all members received copies, and there being 
no additions or corrections, the minutes were approved.  Motion carried. 
 
On motion of Mr. Krater, seconded by Mrs. Fanelli, the Board accepted the report of the 
Treasurer for the month of February 2010 and directed that it be appended to the minutes. 
Motion carried. 
 
On motion of Atty. Rismiller, seconded by Dr. Cortese, the Operating Report of the Pottsville 
Area School District Cafeterias for the month of February 2010 was accepted and ordered 
filed.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Delenick noted that the net loss for the cafeteria was due to several snow days in 
February. 
 
On motion of Atty. Rismiller, seconded by Dr. Cortese, the following Financial Statement of 
the Pottsville Area School District Cafeterias for the month of February 2010 was accepted and 
ordered filed.  (See office files.)  Motion carried. 
 
A list of bills, as appended, was submitted for payment.  (Copy to each Director.) 
 



On motion of Mr. Krater, seconded by Mrs. Fanelli, vouchers were ordered drawn in payment 
of the bills listed or where vouchers had been drawn, such action was approved and the list of 
bills was ordered appended to the minutes.  Motion carried. 
Under the Solicitor’s Report, Atty. Thornburg reported that the district received a request for  
a leave under the Family Medical Leave Act from one of our custodians, Edward E. Fox.  He 
submitted all of the appropriate paperwork, and we reviewed it.  He meets all of the criteria 
and is requesting a leave retroactive to March 9, 2010 for a duration of eight to twelve weeks.    
 
On the recommendation of Mr. Delenick, Mr. Ansbach, and Atty. Thornburg, and on motion 
of Dr. Cortese, seconded by Dr. Davidson, the Board approved the Family Medical Leave Act 
for Edward E. Fox.  Motion carried. 
 
The Superintendent submitted the part-time payroll and recommended payment. 
 
On motion of Dr. Davidson, seconded by Mr. Krater, the Board authorized payment to the 
persons listed in the amounts indicated after their respective names for services on the 
programs specified in accordance with payroll bills submitted and approved by the 
Superintendent.  (See office files.)  Motion carried.  
 
On the recommendation of the Superintendent, and on motion of Dr. Davidson, seconded by 
Mr. Krater, the Board ratified the Superintendent's action for granting preapproval of the  
credits indicated for the following professional employees in accordance with the negotiated 
agreement between the Pottsville Area School District and the Pottsville Area School District 
Education Association:  Kimberly Borsuk - 6 credits; Kristyn Buffington - 3 credits; Leslie Payne -  
3 credits; Donna Skosnick - 3 credits; and Jeffrey Zwiebel - 3 credits.  Motion carried. 
 
Dr. Gallagher noted that Mr. Zwiebel is not a member of the Pottsville Area School District 
Education Association and is our Principal at the John S. Clarke Elementary Center, but he 
recommends that we also approve his three credits.  
 
On further recommendation of the Superintendent, and on motion of Dr. Davidson, seconded 
by Mr. Krater, the Board approved the reimbursement to the following professional employees 
for their successful completion of preapproved credit courses in accordance with the negotiated 
agreement between the Pottsville Area School District and the Pottsville Area School District 
Education Association:  Melissa Joyce - $1,320.00; and Stephanie Ziegmont - $1,110.00.  Motion 
carried by roll call vote:  Dr. Cortese, Dr. Davidson, Mrs. Fanelli, Mr. Krater, Mrs. Petchulis, 
Atty. Rismiller, Dr. Smink, Mr. Thomas, and Mr. Boran, Aye.  
 
On the recommendation of the Superintendent, and on motion of Dr. Davidson, seconded by 
Mr. Krater, the Board excused both Stephen Horvath and Amy Rubinkam from their teaching 
duties to serve as jurors in the Schuylkill County Court of Common Pleas in accordance with 
the negotiated agreement between the Pottsville Area School District and the Pottsville Area 
School District Education Association beginning Thursday, April 1, 2010.  Motion carried. 
 



On the recommendation of the Superintendent, and on motion of Dr. Davidson, seconded by 
Mr. Krater, the Board accepted the resignation for retirement purposes from William Mansell 
effective June 7, 2010 in accordance with his letter dated March 8, 2010.   
Motion carried by roll call vote:  Dr. Cortese, Dr. Davidson, Mrs. Fanelli, Mr. Krater,  
Mrs. Petchulis, Atty. Rismiller, Dr. Smink, Mr. Thomas, and Mr. Boran, Aye.  
 
Dr. Gallagher noted that Mr. Mansell has been a teacher of math at the D. H. H. Lengel 
Middle School for the past twenty-two years.  He has a total of thirty-two years of educational 
experience.  He did a great job at the middle school, and we are going to miss him.     
 
On the recommendation of the Superintendent, and on motion of Dr. Davidson, seconded by 
Mr. Krater, the Board revised the following policy:  #201 -- Admission of Students.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Dr. Gallagher noted the reason why he is requesting that the policy be revised is because 
when the PSBA put together our updated policy manual for some reason they forgot that we 
made a change to the age of our eligibility for kindergarten students.  The correct age is five 
years.  A child eligible for admission has to be no less than five years old and no months old 
on or before September 1st of the current year.     
 
Mr. Boran proceeded with the committee reports.  For the benefit of the students, Mr. Boran 
stated that each Board member is responsible for an individual committee and each will give 
a report on their own separate committee.  
 
Mr. Krater did not have a report on the Athletic Committee, but congratulated the boys’ 
basketball team for their fantastic season.  He also congratulated the student section as well 
for their great job all season. 
 
Mr. Boran also added that the pep band did a great job all season.  
 
On the recommendation of the Committee on Buildings, Real Estate, and Transportation, and 
on motion of Mrs. Petchulis, seconded by Atty. Rismiller, the Board authorized the Secretary  
to advertise for bids for five school buses and two school vans in accordance with the school 
district’s instructions and specifications.  Motion carried.   
 
Mrs. Petchulis reported that the bids for the replacement of hallway carpet at the  
D. H. H. Lengel Middle School and John S. Clarke Elementary Center will be tabled at this 
time. 
 
Under Finance, Mr. Boran reported that each Director has received a copy of the proposed 
Schuylkill Intermediate Unit 29 Administrative and Program Budget and the Schuylkill 
Technology Center Secondary Budget for the 2010-2011 fiscal year.  These budgets are being 
presented tonight for adoption.   
 



The Intermediate Unit 29 Budget for 2010-2011 totals $2,485,671.00.  Pottsville Area School 
District’s share is $21,482.00, a decrease of $1,589.00 over the 2009-2010 share. 
 
Mr. Boran noted that the Intermediate Unit budget does include a 10.2% increase.  However, 
there is no change in our district withholding.  The offset within the budget is being done with 
an increase in the anticipated use of their fund balance of approximately $566,000.  Also, they 
currently have two positions that remain vacant.  
 
The Committee on Finance recommends that the Board approve the Schuylkill Intermediate 
Unit 29 Administrative and Program Budget for the 2010-2011 fiscal year in the amount of 
$2,485,671.00. 
 
On motion of Dr. Davidson, seconded by Mr. Thomas, the Board approved the Intermediate 
Unit 29 Budget for 2010-2011 in the amount of $2,485,671.00.  Motion carried by roll call vote:  
Dr. Cortese, Dr. Davidson, Mrs. Fanelli, Mr. Krater, Mrs. Petchulis, Atty. Rismiller, Dr. Smink, 
Mr. Thomas, and Mr. Boran, Aye.  
 
Mr. Boran further reported that the Schuylkill Technology Center Secondary Budget for  
2010-2011 totals $5,955,998.00.  Pottsville Area School District’s share is $647,163.00, a decrease 
of $10,942.00 over the 2009-2010 share. 
 
Mr. Boran noted that the overall increase for the Schuylkill Technology budget is 2.85% or 
approximately $164,000.  It does include a potential transfer to the Capital Reserve Fund of 
$100,000.  Without that transfer, it will increase 1.12% or $65,000 more.  However, please note 
that there is no change to our district’s contributions.  Our contribution depends on 
enrollment.  Currently there are 112 children enrolled, and we are projecting about 110 
students next year.   
 
The Committee on Finance recommends that the Board approve the Schuylkill Technology 
Center Secondary Budget for the 2010-2011 fiscal year in the amount of $5,955,998.00. 
 
On motion of Dr. Davidson, seconded by Dr. Cortese, the Board approved the Schuylkill 
Technology Center Secondary Budget for 2010-2011 in the amount of $5,955,998.00.  Motion   
carried by roll call vote:  Dr. Cortese, Dr. Davidson, Mrs. Fanelli, Mr. Krater, Mrs. Petchulis, 
Atty. Rismiller, Dr. Smink, Mr. Thomas, and Mr. Boran, Aye.  
 
Mr. Boran noted that each Director has received a form indicating their vote for each  
budget and should return them to Mrs. Umbenhauer after completing them this evening. 
 
Mr. Boran reported receipt of the audit report completed by Jones and Company for the 
school year ending June 30, 2009.  The audit report was made in compliance with the Single 
Audit Act of 1984 and copies have been distributed as required by the Single Audit Act. 
 



Mr. Boran noted that copies have been distributed to each Director, and the audit report will 
be on file for inspection. 
 
 
Mr. Boran thanked the Business Office and Superintendent’s Office on a spectacular audit. 
He noted the only variables in the audit at this point seem to be the cost of health care and 
projecting our special education costs. 
 
Atty. Rismiller also extended the Board’s thanks to Mr. Delenick, Dr. Gallagher, and their 
staffs for an excellent job on the audit. 
  
On motion of Atty. Rismiller, seconded by Dr. Davidson, the Board accepted the audit report 
as completed by Jones and Company for the school year ending June 30, 2009.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Under Legislation, Atty. Rismiller reported that Pennsylvania was one of fourteen states 
selected to continue for the “Raise to the Top” funds from the federal government by what we 
have already presented to them. 
 
Dr. Gallagher continued by stating that Pennsylvania was one of the fourteen states that was 
selected by the Secretary of Education to go to the next stage.  He understands that they will 
select five or six states from those fourteen to be recipients of the money so we are not a lock 
yet; but by reducing the number to five or six states, the amount of money that Pennsylvania 
would receive would be considerably higher than what was projected back in January and 
February.       
 
Dr. Gallagher said we have to hope that Pennsylvania was successful when they made their 
presentation yesterday in Washington.  He is not certain when the Secretary of Education will 
make the announcement. 
 
Dr. Davidson asked then only six school districts will receive funds.  Dr. Gallagher said no 
only six states.  They narrowed it down to only fourteen states selected to go into the final 
competition in Washington where they made a presentation on our application.   
 
Dr. Gallagher said we were very fortunate that the teachers’ association worked very 
cooperatively with the district and signed on for our application to be approved by the state. 
The association and the district are working very closely together to make sure that if we  
are fortunate enough to be a recipient of money, that it will be well spent. 
 
Dr. Cortese asked what the range of money was for “Raise to the Top”.  Back in late January, 
Dr. Gallagher said it was $600,000 to $1.5 million that we could receive.  Now, that there will 
only be six states in the country getting money, the amount would be far more than what we 
initially thought Pennsylvania would get.  Dr. Gallagher is assuming that the amount that 
Pottsville would be eligible for would also be larger than what we thought.   



 
 
 
Dr. Cortese asked if the money is for one year.  Dr. Gallagher said actually the money would 
be spent over a period of three years.  You could conceivably spend it all in twelve months, 
but the state and federal government are anticipating that it will be spread out over three 
years.     
 
Dr. Smink asked if there are benchmarks to meet for the “Raise to the Top” grant.   
Dr. Gallagher said yes there are benchmarks, but they may change because President Obama 
has made a decision not to recertify the “No Child Left Behind” Act.  It will be ending June 
30th, and there may be a new policy that the administration may put forth.   
 
Mr. Boran stated that the administration might just be renaming the “No Child Left Behind” 
Act.  Dr. Davidson agreed stating they now want the results in 2020 instead of 2014.   
 
Dr. Gallagher said the standardized tests may fall by the wayside also.  They are now looking 
at educating our students for college and focusing on careers. 
 
Mr. Boran took this opportunity to publicly thank Mr. Toomey and the teachers’ association 
for their cooperation with signing on with the “Raise to the Top” grant. 
  
Atty. Rismiller said the other issue under legislation is the critical funding issue for the Public 
School Employees’ Retirement System.  Obviously, there is a defined funding issue with 
benefits due to the recent economic conditions.  We have received in our PSBA bulletins a 
recommendation for a resolution to generate funding.  It will be considered by the twelve 
member panel in their next session in April.    
 
Under Personnel, Dr. Smink reported that Dr. Gallagher had received a letter of resignation 
from Mr. Joseph Eckley, head girls’ basketball coach.  
 
On the recommendation of the Committee on Personnel, and on motion of Dr. Smink, 
seconded by Dr. Cortese, the Board accepted the letter of resignation from Joseph Eckley, head 
girls’ basketball coach.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Boran noted that Mr. Eckley has coached the girls’ basketball team for the past twenty-two 
years including coaching both of his daughters.  In conversation, Mr. Eckley has now decided 
to join the ranks of the parents in the stands and watch his girls play.  
 
On behalf of the Committee on Public Relations, Dr. Davidson commended our drama club 
for their outstanding performances of West Side Story on March 12, 13, & 14th.  He was most 
impressed with the crowds during the performances and the outstanding talent.    
 
Atty. Rismiller said she had a chance to speak with Mrs. Malik and her sister-in-law,  



Kim Rismiller.  This was the best ever attended musical -- over 1,100 people attended the 
presentations on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.  She was impressed with their dedication and 
also the number of male participants on stage including her brother, Eric.   
On Friday night, Eric asked Mrs. Malik if he could speak to the cast.  He told them that he 
never thought it was a big deal about what his wife and daughter were doing with the drama 
club.  Eric also told them that he tells his line in football to look to their left and look to their 
right -- you are only as good as those next to you.  He also told them he was very impressed, 
and they have opened his eyes.   
 
Atty. Rismiller also commented that the pit orchestra was tremendous.  We had students 
come back and spend their spring recess with us.  Some of the graduates involved were  
Preet Alhulwhalia, Mike Fries, Dave Kraft, and Bobby DiCello; also students Jordan Franko 
and Courtney Matina; and teachers (who were also graduates) included Nathan Kraft,  
Leslie Kraft, Dave Sterner, Bridget Freiler, Megan Brown, Casey Horvath, and Kim Rismiller.    
They all gave freely of their time without any compensation and spent the past weekend 
performing in three shows.     
 
Dr. Davidson said this was such an outstanding performance that he would like the Board to 
adopt a resolution commending them and their efforts and to encourage them for their good 
work.   
 
Mr. Boran commented that while he was watching the presentation he realized all of the 
opportunities that the students at the Pottsville Area School District are given with all the 
various programs in the school.  Dr. Gallagher agreed that no matter where your talent lies, 
whether it be athletically or artistically, there are so many opportunities. 
 
On the recommendation and motion of Dr. Davidson, seconded by Atty. Rismiller, the Board 
adopted a resolution commending the efforts of the cast, crew, and everyone involved with 
the West Side Story presentations.  Motion carried.       
 
Dr. Davidson said we might be setting a precedent, but for twenty years he tried to do 
something with the drama club.  Finally, under Dr. Gallagher’s leadership, the right people 
seemed to fit; and we really blossomed with it.  Our drama activities are second to none now.    
 
Dr. Gallagher stated that Mrs. Malik and her staff deserve all of the credit.  They did a 
wonderful job, and it was nice to see a member of the male faculty perform. 
 
Mr. Krater commented that as a parent of a theatre major (who happened to come home and 
see the presentation with him), he was pleased to say his son enjoyed it sitting there as a critic. 
 
Mr. Boran also commented that Atty. Rismiller said the stage was not weighted -- male or 
female.  She agreed saying there is a lot of young male talent coming up.   
 



In addition, Dr. Davidson reported that 160 seniors have already been accepted to at least one 
college. 
 
 
Dr. Davidson, Intermediate Unit representative, commented that the budgets were passed 
tonight with a decrease in Pottsville’s share. 
 
Dr. Davidson also reported that the Intermediate Unit signed a contract with Honeywell 
to do an energy study of the technical centers.  For the $5,000 contract with Honeywell, they 
are going to show us where money can be saved.   
 
As you know, the last few years there were talks of a multi-million dollar bond issue -- that  
is not going to happen.  We have come up with a way to deal with the situation.  Hopefully, 
adding slots from other school districts outside the county such as Mount Carmel and 
Shamokin, whose students can only go to their vo-tech school in their senior year.  It’s hurting 
them since a lot of their students are dropping out of school before they can have a chance to 
plan for their careers.  The Intermediate Unit is going to set this money aside to handle the 
expenses for the technology center improvements.  We hope all the school districts 
understand the advantage.  It’s not going to be a disadvantage to any of our students.  No one 
is going to be deprived from going; but some school districts are paying for students that are 
not going there.         
 
Dr. Davidson also reminded the Board about the Intermediate Unit convention on March 30th 

at 5:30 p.m.   
  
On motion of Mr. Krater, seconded by Mrs. Fanelli, the Board accepted the February 2010  
Per Capita and Occupation Tax reports as submitted by the following tax collectors:    
Anna Cook, Palo Alto; Cheryl Messina, Port Carbon; and Ellen Micka, Pottsville.  (See office 
files.)  Motion carried. 
 
On motion of Mr. Krater, seconded by Mrs. Fanelli, the Board accepted the following reports 
for the month of February 2010:  Harry E. Ebling -- Earned Income Tax - $92,902.52; Business 
Privilege Tax - $1,432.89; Local Services Tax - $760.70; Delinquent Per Capita Taxes and 
Delinquent Occupation Taxes - $320.00; and Cheryl Messina -- Port Carbon Local Service Tax - 
$50.00.  Motion carried. 
 
On motion of Mr. Krater, seconded by Mrs. Fanelli, the Board accepted the report of 
A. Matthew Dudish, Recorder of Deeds, for February 2010 in the amount of $4,440.65 for 
Realty Transfer Tax.  Motion carried. 
 
On motion of Mr. Krater, seconded by Dr. Cortese, the Board approved the following 
commissions to tax collectors paid on the basis of $3.00 per bill collected and paid to the 
school district during the month of February 2010.  (See office files.)  Motion carried. 
 



Mr. Delenick announced that in accordance with Act 84 of 1986, the Sunshine Act, an 
Executive Session with the Board as a whole immediately following this meeting is hereby 
announced for the purpose of discussing personnel matters. 
 
On motion of Mr. Thomas, seconded by Mr. Krater, the Board approved the following  
requests for use of facilities:  High School Cafeteria for the Pottsville Youth Wrestling 
Association’s annual awards banquet on March 25, 2010; Veterans’ Stadium for the 40th 

Annual Schuylkill County Relays on May 7, 2010; Veterans’ Stadium for the Schuylkill 
County Special Olympics Track and Field Meet on May 5, 2010; High School Cafeteria for  
the Allied Artists Association’s annual art exhibit on several dates in July 2010; and the 
Middle School facilities to house the Santa Clara Vanguard Drum and Bugle Corps on  
August 6 & 7, 2010 in order to prepare for the DCI Eastern Championships being held in 
Allentown.  Motion carried.  
 
Mr. Jim Toomey introduced two students, who presented the Board with a written and  
oral invitation to their Seventh Annual Civics Day presented by the seventh grade at the  
D. H. H. Lengel Middle School on March 25th, from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.  It is a question and 
answer session about your role and the responsibilities of a school board member.    
   
Mr. Boran thanked Mr. Toomey and his students for the invitation to their Annual Civics Day.  
He said the Board will respond by Monday, March 22nd, with the count that will attend. 
 
Mr. Delenick reported proper notice to bidders was advertised in the Pottsville Republican  
on February 22, March 2, and March 10, 2010 of the Board's intention to receive bids for 
certain athletic equipment and supplies (Fall Sports) in accordance with the school district's 
instructions and specifications.  He submitted a copy of the notice from the Pottsville 
Republican.  Mr. Delenick reported several bids have been received. 
 
On motion of Mr. Krater, seconded by Dr. Cortese, the Board directed Mr. Delenick to  
open the bids and refer them to the Committee on Athletics and Extracurricular Activities  
for tabulation, study, and recommendation.  Motion carried.   
 
The bidders were as follows: 
  

All-American Aquatics   Henry Schein, Inc.   
Oconomowoc, WI    Melville, NY 

 
 Bethlehem Sporting Goods   Schutt Reconditioning 

Bethlehem, PA    Easton, PA 
 

Cannon Sports    Sportsman’s 
Burbank, CA     Johnstown, PA 
 
Collins Sports Medicine   Sport Supply Group, Inc. 



Raynham, MA     Jenkintown, PA   19046 
  

Kast-A-Way Swimwear   Team Express 
Cincinnati, OH    San Antonio, TX 

          
Medco Supply Company   Triple Crown Sports    
Tonawanda, NY    Old Bridge, NJ 
       

 Metuchen Center Inc.   TruWest Inc.    
New Brunswick, NJ    Huntington Beach, CA   
       
Riddell/All American   United Health Supplies  
Elyria, OH     Las Vegas, NV  
          
Rogers Athletic Company   Walters’ Swim Supplies, Inc.   
Farwell, MI     Brookfield, WI 
 
       

There being no further new business, on motion of Mr. Thomas, seconded by Mr. Krater,  
the meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 
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